
Page 677 
Full Council meeting held on 6th January 2021  

CANEWDON PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 6126, Rochford, Essex, SS1 9YG 

www.canewdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
07596 747873 

 
 
Minutes of the online Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th January 

2021 at 7.15pm. 
 
Present: Chairman: Cllr. J. Craven  
 

Councillors: Cllr. M. Halford Cllr. S. Kirton Cllr. V. Stanton
 Cllr. L. Van Houten 

   
Officers:  Kelly Holland, Parish Clerk 
 
District Councillors: Laureen Shaw 
 Simon Wootton 
 
Members of the public: None    
 

 

FC20/113 Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. J. Barber, J. Byford and M. Sohail.  
No apologies had been received from Cllr. A. Holmes. 

 
 RESOLVED that the apologies be approved. 

FC20/114 Minutes 

  RESOLVED that the minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated 2nd December 
2020 be approved as a correct record and would be signed by the Chairman after 
the meeting. 

FC20/115 Progress Report 

FC19/87(a) - Special Constables 
Essex Police approved the advertising, publicised on Facebook, website and notice 
boards. 

FC19/110(a) - Chestnut Path planters 
Two members suggested perennial herbaceous shrubs augmented by some 
bedding plants, lavender and rosemary.  The Clerk would look into providing 
these plants in the planters on the spring of 2021. 

FC19/194(c) - Moving Village Gateways  
Awaiting funding, the cost would depend on whether it is decided to reposition the 
gateway or whether the repositioning would include extending the 30mph zone. 

http://www.canewdonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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FC19/194(d) - Installation of new bus shelter opposite Three Acres 
development  
All bus shelter schemes are currently on hold due to the County-wide audit and as 
such, the Passenger Transport Team has agreed to revisit this request once the 
audit has been completed. 

FC20/14 (b) - Lark Hill Road repeater signs 
The LHP officer advised that all but one of the signs were installed when the 
scheme was first implemented. The reason one of the signs was not installed is 
because the sign post upon which the plate was to be attached had been 
removed by an unknown party when our operatives arrived on site. It was 
however found that the missing repeater sign had a minimal effect as drivers were 
already within the 40mph limit at this point and had passed/would pass a number 
of additional 40mph repeater signs. It was therefore decided that the repeater sign 
was not required.  

FC20/60(e) - New street lighting contract 
Account set up for commencement on November 2021. 

FC20/78(a) & (b) – Environment Grant 
Clerk to liaise with the school in January 2021 regarding the competition. 

FC20/79 - Reflection Area 
Members agreed to consult again early 2021 before considering locations at the 
March 2021 meeting. 

FC20/90(c) - NS&I signatories 
Signatories updated with NS&I. 

FC20/104(b) - Allotments Committee  
Meeting to be arranged in January 2021. 
FC20/106(a) - LHP scheme request - 20's Plenty  
Scheme request sent to County Councillor Mike Steptoe who had approved the 
scheme and sent it over to the Local Highways Panel officer. 

FC20/116 Declaration of interests and dispensations  

None declared. 

FC20/117 Public participation session 

 None present. 

FC20/118 District Councillor reports 
 

The following information was provided by District Councillor Laureen Shaw: 
• Speedwatch could not be restarted due to the current national lockdown 

arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The organisers were enquiring whether 
Speedwatch training could be offered to interested parties via the Zoom 
platform. 

• Cllr. Shaw had been volunteering at the Puzey Family Practice to assist with 
administering the COVID-19 vaccines. 

• Many donations were received to the foodbank which resulted in 95 Christmas 
food hampers being distributed to those in need in the district. 
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The following information was provided by District Councillor Simon Wootton: 
• Cllr. Wootton gave his apologies for not attending previous Parish Council 

meetings, this was due to a clash of meetings as the Rochford District Council 
Executive Committee met on the same day and time as the Parish Council 
meetings. 

• The District Council’s refuse collection agent, Suez, had seen a large 
proportion of the workforce absent due to the pandemic.  This meant that there 
had been some delays in emptying the green waste bins in the district though 
it was hoped that the collections would return to normal by Friday 8th January 
2021. 

• Rochford District Council had distributed over £20 million of Government 
funding to businesses in the district. 

• The Megacentre in Rayleigh were offering lateral flow tests for COVID-19, this 
was in addition to the PCR tests that were offered at Rayleigh Leisure Centre.  
The Community Hub at the Megacentre had reopened. 

• Rochford District Council had offered Council premises as vaccination centres, 
these were currently being administered via the primary care services such as 
doctors surgeries. 

FC20/119 Finance 

The list of payments due to be paid was received along with the bank reconciliation 
for December 2020 and the quarterly financial report.  The Clerk provided 
explanations for the variances over 15% or over £100.00.  Cllr. L. Van Houten had 
checked the bank reconciliation figures.   

Consideration was given to possible storage options for Parish Council owned 
equipment and documents, suggestions included a storage company and bank 
safety deposit boxes.  Members felt that an area of 6 feet x 6 feet should be 
sufficient.  As Leader of Rochford District Council, District Councillor Simon Wootton 
was asked whether the District Council had any storage availability that the Parish 
Council could utilise. 

RESOLVED that  

(a) the following payments be approved: 
 

HM Revenue & Customs    IBJAN21/1   £402.59  

Essex Pension Fund     IBJAN21/2   £311.60  

James Todd & Co     IBJAN21/3   £93.60  

A & J Lighting Solutions    IBJAN21/4   £199.80  

Barclaycard      IBJAN21/5   £29.56  

Viking Direct      IBJAN21/6   £152.81 

(b) the bank reconciliation figures for December 2020 be approved and accepted; 

(c) the quarterly financial report for the period 1st September 2020 – 31st 
December 2020 be approved; 

(d) the Clerk investigate storage options to be considered at the next meeting of 
the Council. 
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FC20/120 Budget and Precept 2021/22 

 Members considered the proposed budget for 2021/22 of £49,188.  This budget 
equates to a precept of £48,313 representing a 4.70% increase or £3.83 per annum 
for a band D property compared to 2020/21.  The Clerk advised that many other 
local Councils were keeping to a 0% increase by subsiding the deficit with general 
reserves.  This was due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the financial hardship 
many residents were suffering.  Members considered this suggestion which would 
mean that £2,168 of the general reserves would need to be used to ensure a 0% 
increase for 2021/22, resulting in a precept of £46,144.61. 

 
 RESOLVED that a precept of £46,144.61 be levied for 2021/22 which represented 
a 0% increase. 

FC20/121 Policies and Procedures 

The procedures and policies in place to ensure compliance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations along with the Emergency Plan and Investment Policy were 
reviewed.  It was noted that the Co-ordinator role within the emergency plan 
required reassignment. 

  RESOLVED that  

(a) subject to the inclusion of Cllr. Mike Halford as the Emergency Plan Co-
ordinator, the Emergency Plan be approved; 

(b) the Investment Policy be approved; 

(c) the following documents to ensure compliance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) be approved: 
(i) GDPR - Privacy Notice  
(ii) GDPR - Subject Access Request Procedure 
(iii) GDPR - Subject Access Request Form (subject to amendment) 
(iv) GDPR - Consent Form  
(v) GDPR - Information and Data Protection Policy  
(vi) GDPR - Document Retention and Disposal Policy 
(vii) GDPR - Removable Media Policy 
(viii) GDPR - Data Breach Reporting Form 

FC20/122 Planning 

 Members were informed that there had been reports of building works at Rosewood 
in Gardiners Lane. 

 RESOLVED that the list of applications decided by the District Council in December 
2020 be noted.   

FC20/123 Highways/Environment 

Consideration was given to locations for the proposed raised flower beds within the 
village.   

The Clerk had been unsuccessful sourcing grant funding for the repairs to the lock 
up and stocks.  Members considered the quotations for the repairs along with 
whether to fund the repairs from earmarked reserves or general reserves.  
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RESOLVED that 

(a) the Clerk obtain permissions to place raised flower beds in the following 
locations: 

- The grassed area on the corner of Althorne Way and Lambourne Hall 
Road  

- Outside Costcutters 
- The grassed area opposite the bus shelter in Anchor Lane near to Rowan 

Way 
- The grassed area at the junction of Sycamore Way and Anchor Lane 

(b) Classique Conservation be instructed to carry out the repairs to the lock up 
and stocks at an estimated cost of £3,399 plus VAT, the expenditure for the 
works to be allocated to earmarked reserves (asset maintenance). 

(c) the Clerk be authorised to approve up to £4,000 plus VAT for the works to the 
lock up and stocks should any unforeseen issues arise. 

FC20/124 Festive Activities 

 The Christmas art trail had been publicised on the website and via Facebook, some 
art had been posted on Facebook.  Members considered festive activities for 2021 
but were mindful that there could still be COVID-19 restrictions in place.  Members 
were hopeful that the buffet could still take place and agreed that more investigating 
should be carried out for festive lighting. 

 RESOLVED that  

(a) subject to COVID-19 guidance and restrictions, the Christmas buffet take 
place on 3rd December 2021; 

(b) the item relating to locations for festive lighting be deferred to the next meeting 
of the Council. 

FC20/125 Allotments 

 A report was received from Cllr. Kirton who was temporarily undertaking the role of 
allotments representative.   

Members considered the amendments required to the allotments grounds 
maintenance specification to ensure clarity.  General issues with the site were 
discussed.  Consideration was given to planting trees at the allotments, near to the 
Anchor Lane access gate.  It was noted that no action had been taken under 
delegated authority. 

RESOLVED that 

(a) the first item relating to the contractor section of the grounds maintenance 
specification be amended to read: 

Mow and strim along the entirety of the school fence and the grassed area 
between the school fence and the allotment plots to the north of the allotment 
site. 

(b) the Clerk approach the Trust for permission to plant trees near to the Anchor 
Lane access gate. 
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FC20/126 Training 

RESOLVED that Cllr. V. Stanton be authorised to attend Councillor training days 1 
and 2 at a cost of £90.00 per session. 

FC20/127 Items for the next agenda 

 To consider the current position in relation to the reopening of the Village Hall. 

FC20/128 Future Parish Council meetings 

The next online Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd February 
2021 at 7.15pm. 

 
 

The meeting was closed at 9.03pm 
 
 
Chairman’s Signature        Dated 
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